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2021 STATE ELECTION 
Matter of Public Interest 

THE SPEAKER (Mr P.B. Watson) informed the Assembly that he was in receipt within the prescribed time of 
a letter from the Leader of the Opposition seeking to debate a matter of public interest. 
[In compliance with standing orders, at least five members rose in their places.] 
The SPEAKER: Members were a bit slow in the back line there! 
MR Z.R.F. KIRKUP (Dawesville) [3.18 pm]: Mr Speaker — 
Mr D.J. Kelly interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Minister for Water, I call you to order for the first time. 
Mr Z.R.F. KIRKUP: I move — 

That this house notes the clear choice at the upcoming state election between a safer, smarter today for 
a better, brighter tomorrow under the Liberals as opposed to Labor’s cynical business-as-usual politics. 

Yesterday, the Liberal Party was pleased to announce an exciting new target for job creation in Western Australia, 
at a time when our state needs it most. We know that our state is the powerhouse of the national economy. The 
people of Western Australia deserve a bold and exciting vision for new local jobs, for small businesses, and for 
strong economic growth. Today we have found from the Premier and the government that only the Liberal Party 
is looking forward to the future. Clearly, the Labor Party will return to business as usual and will talk about the past 
so long as it is politically expeditious for it to do so. Only the Liberal Party will deliver a plan for an even stronger 
and brighter future for Western Australia. 
We know that the Labor Party has no plan for economic reform. That was evident a couple of days ago when the 
national accounts figures were released. They showed that Western Australia had the slowest gain of every state 
in the country, except for Victoria, which was in lockdown. We know that the Labor Party has no plan beyond the 
pandemic. The Labor Party continues to talk about what has happened with COVID-19 because it is the only thing 
it can turn to as a result of its four-year legacy in government. Things were terrible in Western Australia before 
COVID-19. 
Mrs J.M.C. Stojkovski interjected. 
Mr Z.R.F. KIRKUP: They were, absolutely, member for Kingsley. In the suburban shopping centres in the 
member’s district, before COVID-19 hit, shops were putting up “For Lease” signs because of the very dire situation 
in our state. Right across our suburban shopping centres, up and down the city malls and up and down Beaufort Street 
in the districts of the member for Perth and the member for Mount Lawley, “For Lease” signs were going up and 
the small businesses in those streets were suffering. We know that shops were closing in the Kalamunda village 
shopping centre in Haynes Street where that terrible member fails to represent his community. We know that the 
city centre of Joondalup was losing the vibrancy that once made it the great city of the north. 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Members! 
Mr Z.R.F. KIRKUP: Before COVID-19, crime and out-of-control violence in Mandurah was wreaking havoc 
across our community. Then COVID-19 came along, and that is the only thing that this government can point to 
that it has managed to handle. Indeed, we in the Liberal Party recognise the state government’s effort, together 
with that of the national cabinet, in responding to COVID-19. Of course, the Liberal Party backs the Chief Health 
Officer’s advice. Of course, Liberal Party members want to make sure they look after all Western Australians so 
that they can help keep them safe from COVID-19 in their communities and in their jobs. That is the key difference. 
When it comes to keeping people safe in their jobs, this Labor government has no plan beyond COVID-19. We 
know it has no plan because when it released its “Our Priorities: Sharing Prosperity” document, it made quite a big 
announcement that it had a jobs target. We have since found that the Labor Party’s plan for jobs is best described 
as “deferred indefinitely”. That is exactly what it reads now. As of yesterday, the government’s “Our Priorities: 
Sharing Prosperity” jobs target is now “deferred indefinitely”. That only seeks to reinforce the view in the community 
that this government has no plan beyond the pandemic. It has no capacity to accept that things are wrong in our state, 
which deserves a vision and a plan to help ensure that we address the concerns in the community. We know that 
right across metropolitan Perth and right across regional Western Australia, things are not going well out there. 
We heard today that in Broome, for example, it took an immense amount of media pressure before this government 
decided to do anything about it. It seems that when there is so much media pressure, the government gets around 
to trying to do something. However, it fails time and again to respond actively and give some comfort and certainty 
to the people of Western Australia. What does it do? It continues to talk about the past, with no eye to the future 
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whatsoever. This government fails to accept that the people of Western Australia deserve a plan for the future. It 
has no plan. 
Mr D.J. Kelly interjected. 
Mr Z.R.F. KIRKUP: Our plan is very clear, member for Bassendean. We will create 200 000 new jobs for the 
people of Western Australia as part of an ambitious target to make sure we return our economy to a point at which 
it is stronger than it ever was before. It is important that we try to provide certainty, direction and hope to the 
people of Western Australia instead of a government that leaves them with nothing but despair through a lack of 
vision right across our state. 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Members! 
Mr Z.R.F. KIRKUP: This government is found wanting when it comes to communities right across Western Australia. 
Ms J.J. Shaw interjected. 
Mr Z.R.F. KIRKUP: Member for Swan Hills, we were in Ellenbrook a couple of days ago with our candidates, 
talking to small business owners, and we know absolutely that they are suffering in the state of Western Australia, 
yet this government has refused to ensure there is any safety net with the $10 000 small business grant that was 
offered up and that we see across other states and territories. 
Ms J.J. Shaw: You should be embarrassed! 
The SPEAKER: So should you, member for Swan Hills. Be quiet, please. I call you to order for the first time. We 
have a defibrillator in the chamber, because you are getting very excited, Leader of the Opposition! 
Mr Z.R.F. KIRKUP: We know that communities like that in the member for Swan Hills’ district are hurting, yet 
she stands shoulder to shoulder with this government in complete ignorance of what is happening in her community. 
Ms J.J. Shaw interjected. 
The SPEAKER: You were on two and that makes it three and I am on my feet. I will give you the benefit of the 
doubt, because I called you for only the first time before. Any more behaviour like that and you will be going 
home early. 
Mr Z.R.F. KIRKUP: Of course, we know that the member for Swan Hills is desperately trying to get onto the 
front bench. 
The SPEAKER: Through the Chair, please. 
Mr Z.R.F. KIRKUP: We know that the member for Swan Hills is desperate to get onto the front bench and that 
she will continue to walk side by side — 
The SPEAKER: Through the Chair! 
Mr Z.R.F. KIRKUP: — with a government that continues to ignore this community. 
The SPEAKER: You might think it is funny, Leader of the Opposition, but if you want to keep baiting members, 
I will let the interjections come and you can talk over the top of them. You have been here only for a while, but 
you should know better than that. 
Mr Z.R.F. KIRKUP: I cannot help it if, during the last 98 days of this government, some members opposite get 
excited at the prospect of becoming a minister one day. The reality is that as long as members of the government 
backbench continue to walk side by side with this cabinet, which ignores their communities, they will suffer in 
98 days’ time. That will be because there will be a clear contrast at the upcoming state election between this government 
and a party that has a plan for our economy and recognises that things could be better in our state and that there 
should be a hope, a vision and an aspiration for the people of Western Australia. They deserve certainty. They deserve 
to be kept safe from skyrocketing crime rates in our regional centres, which we know were at record rates before 
COVID-19 came along. We know that they deserve a plan to respond to ambulance ramping in our community. 
We have the worst record for ambulance ramping ever seen and this government continues to fail to recognise that 
there is even a problem. The Premier gives many different excuses for what is occurring in our hospitals, when in 
reality it is a failure by this government to ensure that there is funding to open up every bed in every ward in every 
hospital in our state. That is exactly the problem that is confronting our health system in Western Australia. This 
government has no plan. This government has no vision. 
Mr D.J. Kelly interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Minister for Water, you will have a chance to talk later. 
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Mr Z.R.F. KIRKUP: This government continues to talk about what has happened historically, with no vision for 
the future, member for Bassendean. The member is part of the failure in cabinet because he did not try to ensure 
that this government looks to the future. He talks about the past. When he releases policies, they are half-baked. 
When asked, he cannot even answer basic questions about the provision of electric vehicle recharging stations. 
Once again, it is ridiculous that this government continues to release half-baked policies and to rush announcements 
such as that about the Peel Health Campus upgrades. It knows that there is a sentiment in the community that 
people want to see hope, aspiration and a plan for the future, but this government fails to deliver. This government 
has once again failed the people of Western Australia, and the contrast could not be clearer at the next state election. 
The Liberal Party will have a plan and the Labor Party will return to business as usual. Labor will continue to fail 
the people of Western Australia. It will be the Liberals that offer the people of Western Australia hope, aspiration 
and a plan for the future, because the people of WA, who have done the heavy lifting during the COVID pandemic, 
deserve no less. 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Members! 
Mr D.J. Kelly: You need to outline at least one new policy, and there wasn’t one in the whole lot. 
The SPEAKER: Minister for Water, I will outline a policy. That is your second call to order. 
MS L. METTAM (Vasse — Deputy Leader of the Opposition) [3.28 pm]: I rise in support of this worthy motion 
that has been put forward by the Leader of the Opposition and to highlight the cynical business-as-usual politics 
that we have seen from the McGowan Labor government, and I do so with a particular focus on regional WA. It 
has been highlighted that we certainly support the Chief Health Officer’s advice on COVID-19, given that it is his 
advice that has kept WA safe. It is important to remember some of the decisions that the McGowan government 
made in relation to regional WA before COVID-19 and when this government first came into office. In the name 
of so-called budget repair, the McGowan Labor government made a decision to make cruel cuts to regional education. 
That cruel decision meant the closure of Schools of the Air, Moora Residential College and 16 school camp sites, 
and 18 schools had funding for their gifted and talented programs cut by 25 per cent. It was only because of the 
federal government’s investment in Moora Residential College, as well as a significant and overwhelming campaign 
by the people of Western Australia, that those decisions were overturned. It was only because of the shame that was 
exposed by the people of Western Australia that those decisions were overturned. Fortunately, there was a rethink. 
Ms S. Winton interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Member for Wanneroo, I call you to order for the third time. 
Ms L. METTAM: More recently, we have seen this lack of support for regional education in relation to Derby District 
High School. It took a community campaign to see a $900 000 investment in that important district high school. 
That high school had significant asbestos issues. A broad community campaign is not the way to see important 
state government investment. The WA Liberals will be a government for all of Western Australia. We understand 
that supporting regional education and ensuring students do not have to leave their regional communities to be 
properly educated is a real priority. We will not just respond to bad media publicity in making important investments 
in regional education; we will also deliver lower taxes. 
Mr M.P. Murray interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Minister, I call you to order for the first time. 
Ms L. METTAM: The WA Liberals will also deliver — 
Mr M.P. Murray interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Minister, I call you to order for the second time. 
Ms L. METTAM: We support — 
The SPEAKER: Minister, I know you want to go home early but you’re not! I call you to order for the third time. 
Ms L. METTAM: We made Collie a SuperTown. 
Mr M.P. Murray interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Talk through the Chair; not to the other side. You are getting bad habits from your leader. 

Ms L. METTAM: There was also a $50 million investment in Coalfields Highway under a Liberal government. 
What did you do? 

Mr M.P. Murray interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Mick! 
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Ms L. METTAM: Important transport infrastructure has been delivered under a federal Liberal government. 

Mr M.P. Murray interjected. 

The SPEAKER: It is your last warning. I think the cup of tea is on now. Go out and have one, and then come back! 

Ms L. METTAM: The WA Liberals also support lower taxes. The McGowan Labor government — 

Mr S.A. Millman interjected. 

The SPEAKER: And one for you too, Mount Lawley. 

Mr S.A. Millman: Thank you. I’m a late starter! 

Mr P.A. Katsambanis: Here come the bullies! 

The SPEAKER: Don’t you talk on that side. I got bullied for years. 

Ms L. METTAM: The McGowan Labor government has certainly talked up the iron ore industry. It is an industry 
that we well and truly support. It is important to recognise that the iron ore sector has supported this state with 
$6 billion of investment in this term of government, but what about marginal mining industries? This Labor 
government has also been responsible for trying to tax the gold industry sector not once, but twice, through an 
increase to gold royalties; an impact that, according to the Chamber of Minerals and Energy, would have resulted 
in the loss of about 3 000 jobs. It was great to be in Kalgoorlie recently with the member for Kalgoorlie to visit 
the Super Pit. After 31 years, it is fantastic to see that the Kalgoorlie Consolidated Gold Mines Super Pit is now 
100 per cent Australian owned. 

Mr D.J. Kelly: Under us. 

Ms L. METTAM: It is thanks to the support of the Liberals and the Nationals, who blocked the legislation proposed 
by the WA Labor government. This government has been obsessed with taxing the Western Australian people. 

The WA Liberals also support local policing. In my area, the electorate of Vasse, we have seen the number of 
youth crime intervention officers in the south west region dwindle from four officers to just one officer. There is 
one youth crime intervention officer, who is stretched throughout the whole region. In 2017, there were 24 officers 
and there are 24 officers now. It is a shame on this government that it took a report in The West Australian to 
highlight crime concerns in Broome. Harold Tracey, the president of the Shire of Broome, highlighted that the 
only time the McGowan government gives any attention to that area is when it is trying to promote its own tourism 
policies as opposed to addressing the real concerns around crime in the area. 

The McGowan government has quite clearly dropped the ball in the agriculture area. Three hundred workers falls 
well short of the 7 000 workers required to really support that industry. The big concern is the impact that will 
have on fresh food prices in the lead-up to Christmas. 

The WA Liberals also support lower pressure on household fees and charges. We support regional WA and our 
farmers as well. Other members would like to speak, so I will leave my comments there. 

MR P.A. KATSAMBANIS (Hillarys) [3.36 pm]: I rise to speak on this motion today. As I have often said, it does 
not pleasure me to get up and speak on these motions. I want the same type of government that every Western Australian 
wants—that is, a good government that looks after the interests of the people of Western Australia. Instead, we 
have to suffer through an extraordinarily cynical government that just does its typical business-as-usual politics and 
smirks arrogantly as it does it. We saw another demonstration of that in question time today. We asked the Premier 
about out-of-control crime in Broome and why no ministers had accepted the invitation of the Broome community 
and the Shire of Broome to go to Broome and speak at a community safety and crime forum that was being organised 
by the shire. No minister had accepted that invitation. It was causing significant negative media attention for the 
government, so the Premier quietly told us in question time that the Minister for Aboriginal Affairs would go. Okay. 
That is great. 

Mr R.H. Cook: That’s a bad thing? 

Mr P.A. KATSAMBANIS: That is great, but two days ago, no minister had accepted the invitation to go. When 
we challenged the Premier on why it took such negative media attention to get there, he pivoted to, of all things, 
Hillarys Primary School. That is the cynicism and business-as-usual politics we are talking about. I have spoken 
about Hillarys Primary School in this place at least 15 times. It is probably about 20 times now. 

The SPEAKER: Member, are we not talking about something different from this? 

Mr P.A. KATSAMBANIS: It is cynical business-as-usual politics. 

The SPEAKER: You were just saying that the Premier brought it up, but you brought it up yourself. 
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Mr P.A. KATSAMBANIS: I did not bring it here today, Mr Speaker. I did not even raise it. The Premier raised it. 

The SPEAKER: You just did! 

Mr P.A. KATSAMBANIS: Okay. It is because it is an example of cynical business-as-usual politics. I have raised 
it about 20 times in this place now and I have written to the minister. I have had significant attention placed on it. 
It took a ceiling collapse to get attention and even then it was not included in the budget. However, one day, the 
Premier decided to find the road to Hillarys. I must have bored him witless by raising it again and again in this 
place. He finally found the road to Hillarys, but he did not offer a financial commitment in the budget. He took the 
local candidate there. He threw away all convention for education ministers. He has been an education minister, 
so he knows that if a government announcement is going to be made, the local member is invited. All education 
ministers do that as a matter of course. But it was not a government announcement; it was a political promise about 
the future. When challenged by the media about where it was in the budget, the government said it would put it 
somewhere in the midyear review. It is just a cynical response to negative media. 

The Minister for Police came in here today and talked about an extraordinarily worthy thing: police compensation. 
There is a bipartisan commitment to police compensation, but the same Minister for Police, who I believe has the 
right intentions and interests at heart, made exactly the same promise that she made last week at the police union 
conference that she made in the lead-up to the last election when she was shadow Minister for Police. No legislation 
has been tabled and, again, there has been no provision for it in the budget released a month and a half ago. This 
is a recycling of a promise made four years ago. Unfortunately, that is cynical, but it follows other cynical 
announcements made again and again in the police portfolio. We saw the need for a new police station at 
Fremantle. Again, it took the firebombing of police cars, which cannot be parked securely in Fremantle but are 
parked on the street, and the negative media attention on that for the government to eventually announce that it 
will build a police station. We have not seen it yet, but hopefully we will see it sooner rather than later. It is needed. 

Look at the operation conducted last summer in Northbridge and the CBD; it will be repeated again today. After 
significant media attention about there not being enough police in Northbridge and the Perth CBD, particularly on 
weekends, this government, which had not put enough police out on the street to cope with rising crime and 
violence in Northbridge and Perth CBD, announced a policy to give more overtime to police—to ask overworked 
police officers to work even harder. That is what it does. It did that and that will be done again. But it was an 
admission that the government had not put enough police on the beat when it should have. It has taken until just 
before the next election for the government to finally announce the appointment of 800 new police officers—
during COVID it announced the appointment of another 150 officers. That is very welcomed by the community, 
but it should have been done in 2017. If the Premier had done it in 2017, he would not have to play catch-up now, 
the community would not have to suffer and police officers, who are overworked and overstretched, would not be 
asked to do more and more overtime until they snap, break and leave the force, leaving the government with the 
same problem it had when it started. 

It is not good enough. It is cynical and the public of Western Australia deserves better. It deserves the safety that 
no politician can really give us, but the Chief Health Officer, following advice, can. The public also deserves 
a better and brighter tomorrow, not a cynical tomorrow that will be based on what media opportunities the Premier 
and his ministers can get. It will be based on what the public actually needs at the time that it needs it, not at the 
time that it is causing the government a problem in the media. The sooner that the Liberal Party is returned to 
government and can offer that better and brighter tomorrow to people, and we can throw away the cynical politics 
of the past, the better our community, all Western Australians, are going to be. 

MR A. KRSTICEVIC (Carine) [3.42 pm]: The McGowan Labor government has turned its back on the community 
services sector like no other government has in the history of this state. I am going to put a couple of examples on 
the table. On the evening of Thursday, 26 November, the peak body representing homeless and vulnerable people 
in WA, Shelter WA, celebrated 40 years in existence. Hundreds of people were there, including people from the 
Western Australian Council of Social Service, Anglicare, the WA Alliance to End Homelessness and all the member 
organisations, to acknowledge 40 years of hard work by Shelter WA. I was at that event, but not one member of 
the Labor Party showed up. The Minister for Housing and the Minister for Community Services were not there. 
They could not even send a backbencher. That is the disdain that this government has for Shelter WA, which was 
acknowledging 40 years of working with the most vulnerable people in Western Australia: the homeless, domestic 
violence victims and people with mental health issues. The Labor Party could not show up to even show a bit of 
respect to all the community services organisations. 

On 25 November, there was a rally at the front of Parliament House. Dozens of people came from tent city in 
East Perth. It was the first time in the history of this Parliament that a rally has been held by homeless people saying, 
“We need help. Can you give us a home? Can you give us any support?” Guess what? No-one from the Labor Party 
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could be bothered to come out to meet those people at the steps of Parliament House to give them any level of 
hope or support. 
When there was a vigil for the unfortunate suicide of Annaliesse Ugle in tragic circumstances—even today I talk 
to advocates working with the family who say that the family is still being ignored by the government and has not 
been given housing—we listened to the stories, but, again, no-one from the Labor Party came out to face the crowd 
that was there. The Liberals were all there on every occasion. We have always been out there to support the most 
vulnerable people in Western Australia, unlike the Labor Party, which talks about these things but does nothing 
about them. 
In December 2019, the community services sector was running a campaign against this government because the 
government had ignored the most vulnerable people in Western Australia and it ignored the community services 
sector, and it continues to do nothing. All we have had from this government since it was elected are promises to do 
things but it has not delivered on anything. It has not delivered on the Housing First initiative or the Common Ground 
facilities or dealt with the tent cities that are growing at an alarming rate. I have no doubt that between now and the 
March election more tent cities will pop up and that just as with the tent cities that have popped up in Rockingham 
and East Perth, the Labor Party will not show up to any other tent city that pops up with vulnerable people. Members 
of the Labor Party will not meet and talk to those people. I know that no-one from the Labor Party has been to 
East Perth to talk to the vulnerable people there to see what help they need. It is absolutely appalling. I cannot 
believe the way the government has turned its back on the most vulnerable people in Western Australia and on the 
community services sector; government members should be ashamed of themselves. 
MR R.S. LOVE (Moore — Deputy Leader of the Nationals WA) [3.46 pm]: I want to talk very briefly on this 
matter of public interest that has been put forward by the Leader of the Opposition. I note that the motion does not 
actually refer anywhere to the Nationals WA. I point out and remind the house and the people of Western Australia 
that it is the regions of this state that generate the wealth of the state and it is the Nationals that have the wellbeing 
and the advancement of the people in the regions at the very forefront. Although I may agree with some parts of 
the motion, I point out that there is a slight deficiency with it because it does not refer to the most vital element in 
the representation of regional Western Australia, that being the Nationals. 
Today in question time I asked the Premier whether he would commit to returning $2.7 billion that we have seen 
siphoned out of the royalties for regions program over the forward estimates. In spite of the rhetoric that we heard 
about the government’s support for the royalties for regions program, we know that the Premier did not commit to 
restoring that funding to the royalties for regions program. Instead, that funding is going to providing for the 
everyday, though vital, expenditure such as the country water subsidy, providing teacher assistants and running 
national parks et cetera. These are important things, but they are not what royalties for regions was put in place 
for. Because of those substitutions and the ability to allow the money to flow back into Treasury’s coffers when it 
hits a cap, the government is directing $2.7 billion of what should be spent under the royalties for regions program 
to consolidated revenue to pay for programs, as we know, in the metropolitan area, which, of course, is the focus 
of the government at the moment. 
I remind everybody in the house of section 4 of the Royalties for Regions Act 2009, which defines the object of 
the act — 

… to promote and facilitate economic, business and social development in regional Western Australia 
through the operation of the Fund. 

The royalties for regions program was developed by the National Party. The people in the regions of 
Western Australia know that safeguarding that program is at the very core of the National Party. We want both 
city-based parties to outline their commitment to royalties for regions. Will they in fact return the $2.7 billion that 
has been siphoned off over the forward estimates to the program to enable the further development of regional 
Western Australia? Will they focus on a regional development program that is non-negotiable for us in forming 
government with anybody? It is fundamental to the Nationals that the restoration of royalties for regions takes place 
and that the full 25 per cent of the program be reinvested back into the regions for the benefit of the regions so that 
Western Australians throughout the state can continue to enjoy hope for the future and have a program for their 
development, just like people in the Metronet area are getting in Perth.  
MR M. McGOWAN (Rockingham — Premier) [3.50 pm]: The government will not support the motion, but 
I just want to be clear about a range of things. When the Labor government came to office we had an important 
program of initiatives to put in place, and that is what we have done. One of the first things we had to do was to 
get the state’s finances back on a level playing field and get ourselves back into a surplus position. We delivered 
the first surplus in years in 2018. It obviously took an enormous effort to get the state back into that position of 
once again being in surplus, but by doing so, we created an environment in which we could respond to the crisis 
that befell the state earlier this year. Had we not done that—had we not taken the steps that we took to get the state 
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back into a good financial position—we would not have been able to respond to that crisis in the way that we did. 
Getting the state back into that position was a very important part of our first three years in office. 

We did a whole range of other things that I want to take the house through, because it is important that people 
understand that the government has undertaken numerous initiatives, in a financially responsible way, to ensure 
that Western Australia is well set up for the future. I worked with Senator Cormann and Prime Minister Turnbull to 
secure the GST deal for Western Australia. It had been talked about for 20 years, and we secured that arrangement. 
Now, the Liberal government in New South Wales is trying to unwind it. The most powerful division of the 
Liberal Party is trying to unwind that deal! The GST deal was very important for the future of our state. It only 
ever gets us back 70¢ or 75¢ of every dollar we put in, but it is still far better than the arrangement put in place 
between the federal and state Liberal governments back in 1999. 

We are delivering our Metronet program. I was with Minister Saffioti this morning at one of the important projects, 
the Thornlie–Cockburn Link. There is massive construction underway, and we are fixing a whole bunch of the 
road bottlenecks through that area. Yesterday, I was in the south west, in Bunbury, for a huge, important Bunbury 
waterfront project, again with the Minister for Transport. We are delivering infrastructure in the city and in the 
regions and creating jobs. 

We said we would bring rail manufacturing back to Western Australia and we have. Go to Midland, there it is—
rail manufacturing. It is back in Western Australia. It was opposed by the Liberal Party, and no doubt that will get 
some reference in coming months. That was an important initiative of this government. 

We put $934 million into social and affordable housing. We cut TAFE fees for 180 courses, provided 15 free short 
courses and announced a major investment program to do up TAFEs around the state. We have undertaken historic 
economic and planning reform—the biggest liquor licensing reforms for 14 years, environmental process reforms, 
strata reforms, on-demand transport reforms and energy reforms. We cut payroll tax. There has been an unprecedented 
investment to secure defence work for our state. 

We secured the biggest federal investment in regional roads in history. We know that people are objecting to those 
projects. The Nationals WA are objecting to our efforts to improve regional roads all over Western Australia. 
Again, in Bunbury, there is the Bunbury Outer Ring Road. There is the Albany ring-road. There are the works 
to South Coast Highway and the Karratha–Tom Price road. They are all regional road safety initiatives that we 
took to the commonwealth and got funded—we got commonwealth money. We took commonwealth money 
that was going to be spent in the city and we spent it in the regions. We think that should happen in the future 
as well. 

As I said, there are major investments in the defence industry. This industry was ignored by past governments in 
Western Australia for years. There has been major investment in defence. We now have a defence industry minister 
and Defence West. These are the initiatives we are taking to get work into Western Australia, including on the 
Collins-class submarines.  

In the public sector, we have established the conversion to permanency program so that, each year, people who 
are on contracts can convert to permanency and be given the opportunity of secure work. We have also brought 
a range of services back in-house. We have established drug rehabilitation prisons. That has never been done 
before anywhere in Australia. We have done it. We established Infrastructure WA, invested in Trade WA and 
convened the LNG jobs task force. We brought construction of the Matagarup Bridge back from Malaysia—it 
is a shining example of Western Australian ingenuity. We secured the Perth City deal. Out of that, we are going 
to see some major investment in educational and other infrastructure around the city that will create a huge number 
of jobs.  

We have overhauled government procurement so that we maximise Western Australian jobs out of government 
contracts. We are delivering over 1 100 new police officers for Western Australia. That is the biggest injection of 
new police officers in the history of the state. We kept royalties for regions, despite the continuing complaints by 
the National Party. There is ongoing planning for Westport. We stopped the Roe 8 project and ensured that the 
commonwealth money that was going into that project went to other projects around the city. People can drive 
around the city and see those projects everywhere—in Forrestfield and Wanneroo and also in the regions. All of 
the money that was going to be spent in the city will be spent on regional projects as well. 

We think that making regional roads safer is one of the most important things we can do to save lives in regional WA. 
Bussell Highway is being dualled under this government. That has been talked about forever; we are getting on 
and doing it. People will not know that their lives were saved by that initiative, but it will save lives. The future 
health research and innovation fund is a magnificent program and we will create more medical research jobs in 
Western Australia through that initiative. This government has reduced the number of government departments by 
40 per cent and reduced the size of the senior executive service. We introduced and stuck to a wages policy. As 
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hard as that is, it has allowed our state to get back onto a proper, positive financial footing. We actually brought in 
legislation that froze the wages of politicians, judges and senior public servants for four years in order to set an 
example. We have reduced privatisation in prisons, hospitals and essential services. We have introduced the container 
deposit scheme, which is operating as we speak. That is an enormously successful program that will reduce waste 
across the state. We have banned single-use plastic bags and delivered a new museum. 

When it comes to legislation, the model for our voluntary assisted dying laws is the best in Australia. I note that 
other states are now looking at the Western Australian model. It is a better model than the Victorian model. Against 
all sorts of opposition, we brought it in. I know there were people here on all sides who did not like that bill, but 
we passed important legislation that will come into effect next year and provide relief for people in their last months 
of life who are dying in pain. We removed the statute of limitations for child sexual abuse and brought in industrial 
manslaughter and no body, no parole laws. We increased sentences for meth traffickers. We expunged historical 
homosexual convictions. We introduced revenge porn laws, reformed dangerous sex offender laws and terrorism 
legislation, and worked with the commonwealth to ensure that we gave police the appropriate powers there. We 
provided medical retirement for police officers and have made the largest reforms to family and domestic violence 
legislation in history, amongst other things. 
In the last two weeks, ministers have been working. We have actually been governing. I just looked through my 
diary for the last two weeks, because we do so much that it is hard to remember everything. In the last two weeks, 
I announced a new primary school in Hillarys, which will be funded in the midyear review. The money will be 
there in the midyear review for a new primary school in Hillarys. 
Mr P.A. Katsambanis interjected. 
The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr S.J. Price): Member for Hillarys! 
Mr M. McGOWAN: I am so pleased that Caitlin Collins worked so hard for that commitment. I announced a model 
for police workers’ compensation at the Western Australian Police Union conference. We came up with a model 
that was agreed to by the police union. People can say, “That was easy”, but it was not an easy thing to achieve. Not 
only was it agreed to, but also all the police officers at the conference stood up and clapped when we announced the 
model. For the first time ever, our police will have police workers’ comp. These are just the public announcements 
I have made in the last two weeks. Ministers have done a whole range of other things as well. We announced 
the police workers’ compensation scheme and the Hillarys Primary School. We started work on the bridge over 
Ranford Road as part of the Thornlie–Cockburn Link, we opened Jetty Road at the Bunbury outer harbour and 
announced further plans for that area, and we passed wheel-clamping legislation, which will commence on 
14 December. We also announced natural resource management grants for the midwest.  
I had a great time up in the midwest with Lara Dalton. What a great candidate she is. We announced our climate 
policy on Monday, maligned by the Liberal Party, but we all know that the Liberal Party does not think that climate 
change is real. We announced a climate policy that is practical, sensible and achievable. It will do a range of things 
to reduce emissions and assist people to do their bit. On the weekend, we announced a new Peel Health Campus 
in Mandurah. We announced new medium-density laws as part of the Byford rail extension. The Minister for 
Transport and I were down there announcing road initiatives and the new rail line into Byford, which was again 
opposed by the local member for Darling Range.  
We will continue to fund Operation Heat Shield by expanding overtime for police officers, which, in my experience, 
is welcomed by police officers. As we know, this initiative works over the hot summer months, when there is more 
activity. The Minister for Lands and I, the member for Burns Beach and the member for Kingsley, I think, were in 
Ocean Reef announcing that work will start on the Ocean Reef marina. It is a massive job-generating project in 
Ocean Reef. It encountered a great deal of opposition, but it is a great project that will create an enormous number 
of jobs and bring activity, life and vitality to the northern suburbs. 
I opened the new Museum a couple of weekends ago. I want to congratulate the Minister for Culture and the Arts 
for all his work. I remember the meetings we had early on in government about settling on the design and funding 
the project, which we did. We delivered it over the last three years. I think it is the most magnificent public building 
in Australia. It is open for all Western Australians, all Australians and all international tourists to visit and enjoy. 
On top of that, we announced major upgrades to TAFEs, including yesterday’s announcement of a beauty 
therapy course in Mandurah. The member for Mandurah was there being pampered. He was being taken care of. 
He was in his element. He was loving it. He is looking much more youthful now! He was having an in-depth 
discussion about nasal and ear hair with the ladies there, and he came out looking great. It was terrific. We announced 
$15 million worth of improvements in hospitality, cookery, beauty therapy, hairdressing and the like at the Mandurah 
TAFE campus. 
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In the meantime, over the last two weeks, the Minister for Health and I announced the implementation of QR codes 
and contact registers and how they will work and be rolled out. We also announced details of the new controlled 
border, amongst numerous other things relating to the COVID pandemic. 
In the meantime, the Liberal Party announced a slogan, and that was it. There was no detail and no policies. The 
Liberal Party does not have detail, policies or a shadow cabinet. We are three months out from an election. I have said 
what I have been doing over the last two weeks. On the other hand, the Liberal Party announced a one-phrase slogan 
with no policies underneath it, no-one has been appointed to important positions and it has lost important members 
of its shadow cabinet. Clearly, this government will keep Western Australia safe and strong. The Liberal Party is 
risky, inexperienced and not ready for government.  

MS R. SAFFIOTI (West Swan — Minister for Transport) [4.04 pm]: It is really hard to know where to start, is it 
not, members? I will quote my dear friend the former member for Bunbury, who said in this place, “Dear, oh dear, 
oh dear.” Just when we thought it could not get worse, here we are today! All I can say, members, is that in hindsight, 
the members for Scarborough and Nedlands were not too bad. It is really hard to explain today’s performance by the 
Leader of the Opposition and the Deputy Leader of the Opposition. The opposition’s slogan is a cryptic crossword. 
Does anyone actually understand what the slogan means? I am not good at cryptic crosswords, but can anyone explain 
to me what it means? During their half-hour contribution, the Leader of the Opposition and the Deputy Leader of 
the Opposition kept saying that they are looking to the future, but yet again I did not hear them mention any policies. 
The Deputy Leader of the Opposition talked about 2017. The Leader of the Opposition said that the Liberal Party 
is looking to the future, but all he did was talk about the past. My view is this: if people want the leadership, they 
have to prepare for it. My 10-year-old daughter was going for the position of student rep councillor. She wanted 
the job. I said, “You have to prepare for it, Grace. Preparation is everything. If you want it, you’ve got to prepare. 
You’ve got to know why you want it.” She prepared, she got it and she executed.  
Mr R.H. Cook interjected. 
Ms R. SAFFIOTI: Yes, now she is running the school! She did very well this morning, but I will not harp on that.  
The member for Dawesville wanted the job of Leader of the Opposition. It has been 11 days—it is probably more 
like 14 or 15 days—since the member for Dawesville was told by the powerbrokers that he had the job. We know 
that the two powerbrokers in the upper house make the decisions in the Liberal Party. The member for Dawesville 
knew for 12 or 14 days and what has he got? He has got a bus, a hashtag and a hat! That is all he has, yet he wants 
to talk about cynical politics. I watch Veep. Sometimes it is cringe-worthy and makes me feel uncomfortable, but 
I watch it anyway. That is how I felt when I was coming back from Bunbury after making yet another significant 
regional announcement. I watched a bit of the press conference. It was cringe-worthy, but I wanted to watch it. 
I saw what a train wreck you guys are. They rocked up to a shopping centre and said, “We’re going to create 
200 000 jobs.” What is the opposition going to do? It has its slogan of economically diversified infrastructure. I do 
not know what that is.  
I look forward to the Liberal Party’s policy on economically diversified infrastructure because I am not really quite 
sure what that is. The Leader of the Opposition and the Deputy Leader of the Opposition stood there and said that 
they were going to create 200 000 jobs. I heard some of the questions they were asked, such as “What are you 
going to do?” They replied, “We’re going to do stuff but it’s going to be better than them.” The Liberal Party is 
going to spend more, tax less and charge less while running surpluses! It is pretending to be all things to all people. 
It will say anything and do anything. The shallowness is there to see. Members opposite may come into this 
chamber and call us arrogant, but I am glad they have a bus to carry the egos of the Leader of the Opposition and 
the Deputy Leader of the Opposition. The arrogance that they are trying to sell to the Western Australian public is 
breathtaking. They rocked up to a shopping centre and said, “We’re going to deliver 200 000 jobs. We can’t tell 
you where or how, but we know we will be better than them.” They said they are looking to the future but all they 
have done today is talk about the past. They said that the government does not have a plan. We have got a plan 
and the plan is working.  
As for their comments about the economy—you have got to be kidding me! I think they are living in a parallel 
universe. Retail is going strong and today’s numbers support that. Retail spending is up 15.7 per cent compared 
with 2019 and spending is up 4.7 per cent since March. In our hospitality sector, a record $321.8 million was spent 
in Western Australian cafes and restaurants in October. Has anyone here tried to book accommodation for the next 
eight or nine months? It is very, very difficult. The whole idea that somehow everyone is upset with this government 
is completely false. It was clear in question time today that the same person who was doing parliamentary strategy 
before today was doing it today, because the questions were just as pathetic. 
I want to quickly highlight some of the exciting things that this government is doing. Our plans are there to see, 
whether it is in renewables or whether it is in manufacturing. Railcar manufacturing has come into Western Australia. 
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That is an industry—a hi-tech industry, actually—that the opposition said was from a bygone era. We have a plan 
to do more in WA in defence, shipbuilding and tourism. 
Dr D.J. Honey interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Member for Cottesloe! You have not made a contribution today except to interject. 
Ms R. SAFFIOTI: I am glad the member for Cottesloe spoke up. 
Several members interjected. 
Ms R. SAFFIOTI: It was something about an ad in the paper. 
I want to talk about planning reform. The opposition says it is going to do economic reform, but it cannot tell us what. 
When the opposition talks economic reform, it talks privatisation and outsourcing. That is all it does. The Opposition 
has never done anything else. 
Mr P.A. Katsambanis interjected. 

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: What sort of economic reform is the member talking about? 

Mr P.A. Katsambanis interjected. 

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: The Opposition would have to say a lot. It does not know what economic reform it is going to 
do. When the opposition talks economic reform, it talks privatisation and outsourcing. That is all it does. When 
we talk economic reform, we talk about things like planning reform. I go to the member for Cottesloe. He opposed 
it. He called it corrupt. That is what he did. 

Mr M. McGowan: He then turns up at major projects. 

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: That is right! 

Mr B.S. Wyatt interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Treasurer! 

Mr B.S. Wyatt: My apologies. 

The SPEAKER: Are you in your seat? I cannot tell. I can hear your voice from that seat. 

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: He is there drinking the champagne and eating the canapés. That is what the member for Cottesloe 
does. He is out in the local papers, calling me whatever — 

Dr D.J. Honey: I have always supported One Subiaco. 

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: I really hope the member for Cottesloe becomes shadow Treasurer; I really do. I have my 
money on him to be shadow Treasurer. 

I know that my good friend the Minister for Health wants to contribute. I have not even outlined Metronet and all 
the other projects. The Forrestfield–Airport Link is near completion. The Thornlie–Cockburn Link is a project that 
the Opposition talked about. Remember what the former member for Southern River said? He said, “We can’t 
deliver that now, because my seat’s too safe.” Remember the Yanchep rail line? According to the Liberal Party, 
no-one lives in Yanchep. That is why it opposed it. The Byford rail is underway. The Liberal Party said, “It’s too 
hard. We can’t deliver it.” The member for Darling Range campaigned against the Byford rail. Honestly, our dreams 
do come true, members, when the member for Darling Range campaigns against the Byford rail. She wants it not 
to happen. 

We are delivering the Denny Avenue project. The level crossing removal through Victoria Park is opposed by the 
opposition. Opposition members were out there, with a couple of the opponents, saying it is a terrible project. The 
new Mandurah rail station is underway. The Morley–Ellenbrook line is underway. The Liberal Party lied to the 
community of Ellenbrook about that project. I am sure that when the Leader of the Opposition was out there with 
the candidate for Swan Hills, my good friend Rod Henderson, the public was swarming to him! I think he has lost 
18 elections. Is that right, member for Midland? Of course, his new-found friend, the candidate for Wanneroo, will 
be up there too! 

Mr B.S. Wyatt interjected. 

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: It is very true that it will be a better, brighter tomorrow. 

Ms S.E. Winton interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Wanneroo, you are on three. Treasurer, you are not in your seat. 
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Ms R. SAFFIOTI: I thought it could not get worse. It has. We look forward to the Liberal Party’s privatisation 
plan. We look forward to the Liberal–National Party divide and the financial mess that the Liberal–National Party 
will deliver. The fact is that under Labor, the budget is in the black. Our economy is growing strongly. The Premier 
and the Minister for Health have managed the pandemic in such a way that our government has kept WA safe 
and strong. 

MR R.H. COOK (Kwinana — Minister for Health) [4.14 pm]: We have been criticised today for being cynics 
and being cynical. Cynicism is the expectation that a party can get into government simply by having a slogan and 
no policies. It is the expectation that members of a party can so vastly underestimate the intelligence of the 
electorate that—looking as lost as they did at yesterday’s press conference in the middle of a shopping centre—
they believe they can slip into government, unnoticed, without a policy. To suggest that the process of fixing the 
state’s finances, standing up the economy, protecting Western Australians during a global pandemic and now seeing 
the economy respond and come back more strongly than before is simply a business-as-usual approach to government 
is, quite frankly, pathetic. The verbal diarrhoea that comes from those opposite simply repeats a catchphrase time 
and again in the vain hope that somehow it will become true, but it is not. 

The fact is that the people of Western Australia are now enjoying a level of prosperity because we kept them safe 
during the global pandemic. Now more than ever before the people of Western Australia understand that they are 
on team WA. It is why the Premier and I are constantly approached by people in the community who say, “Don’t tear 
down the borders; we’re doing so well as a state, let’s keep it up.” The fact is that not everyone is on team WA because 
someone is on team Palmer, and it is those opposite. We will continue to remind the people of Western Australia 
what members opposite did at our time of greatest crisis. When we needed everyone to be united and when we 
needed everyone to get behind the community effort to keep us safe, someone, starting with Christian Porter, backed 
up by those opposite, was trying tear down our borders and undermine the very thing that makes us so successful 
to date. The Leader of the Opposition will be reminded about that time and again because that is his record. He 
cannot escape that, but what is even more appalling is that he is trying to not only escape his past but also elude 
his future; that is, he is not coming to this place with a single idea about where he will take this state. He described 
us as having business-as-usual government. If cynical business-as-usual government is about an extra 1 100 police 
officers; revolutionising our schools around STEM; the biggest transformation of our public transport system this 
state has ever seen; the city deal that will transform our cityscape; the major redevelopment of hospitals in Bunbury, 
Joondalup and Peel; a digital revolution of our healthcare system; a defence industry strategy for creating jobs 
within Western Australia; bringing back rail manufacturing jobs into WA; a bright future around electric vehicles 
and the Kwinana big battery; and a massive spend on social housing, I will take it any day. I think that is what the 
Leader of the Opposition will find the people of Western Australia will say to him. They will remember that members 
opposite tried to tear down our borders. They will remember what they did with Clive Palmer; they backed him 
all the way to the Federal and High Courts. They will remember how members opposite tried to sneakily get into 
government without a single policy. That is cynicism and that is an insult to the people of Western Australia. 
We are stopping privatisation and we are reversing privatisation wherever we can do so. We are creating jobs. We 
are providing opportunity. That is the hope that the opposition can only aspire to and that is the hope and positivity 
that the people of Western Australia are feeding on now because we are keeping them safe and we will keep this 
state strong, and that can only be done by the McGowan Labor government. 

Division 
Question put and a division taken with the following result — 

Ayes (9) 

Mrs L.M. Harvey Mr Z.R.F. Kirkup Mr D.C. Nalder  
Dr D.J. Honey Mr W.R. Marmion Mr K.M. O’Donnell  
Mr P.A. Katsambanis Ms L. Mettam Mr A. Krsticevic (Teller)  
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Noes (31) 

Dr A.D. Buti Mr F.M. Logan Mr J.R. Quigley Mr C.J. Tallentire 
Mr J.N. Carey Mr M. McGowan Ms M.M. Quirk Mr D.A. Templeman 
Mr R.H. Cook Ms S.F. McGurk Mrs M.H. Roberts Mr P.C. Tinley 
Mr M.J. Folkard Mr S.A. Millman Ms C.M. Rowe Mr R.R. Whitby 
Ms J.M. Freeman Mr Y. Mubarakai Ms R. Saffioti Ms S.E. Winton 
Mr M. Hughes Mrs L.M. O’Malley Ms A. Sanderson Mr B.S. Wyatt 
Mr W.J. Johnston Mr P. Papalia Ms J.J. Shaw Mr D.R. Michael (Teller) 
Mr D.J. Kelly Mr S.J. Price Mrs J.M.C. Stojkovski  

            
Pairs 

Mr P.J. Rundle Ms J. Farrer 
Mr V.A. Catania Mr K.J.J. Michel 
Mr D.T. Redman Mr D.T. Punch 
Ms M.J. Davies Ms E.L. Hamilton 
Mr J.E. McGrath Ms L.L. Baker 
Mrs A.K. Hayden Mr M.P. Murray 

Question thus negatived. 
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